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Rome; for Sulla could venture to leave his beaten enemy Behind their
impregnable walls, and push on towards the city which was ready, as he
well knew, to open its gates. He arrived indeed too late to prevent the
crowning massacre in wMch Marius caused the most illustrious of his re-
maining enemies to be slaughtered in the curia itself. Among the victims
was Mucius Scsevola, the grand pontiff, who had so narrowly escaped on
more than one previous occasion, and who was now sacrificed before the
altar of Vesta, whose eternal fires were not extinguished by the scanty drops
of blood the old man's veins could supply.

Sulk masked Praneste with a detachment under Lucretius Ofella,
while he swiftly traversed Rome, and ttirew himself into Etruria, where
Carbo was advancing to the rescue of his colleague Marius, being him-
self unable to maintain his position in the
Cisalpine against Metellus and Pompey.
Carbo stationed himself near Clusium,
behind the Clanis, with his Italian allies
and some Gallic and Iberian troops. Of
the Iberians, however, a portion passed
over to the enemy, and the general in
a fit of despair caused, the remainder to
be massacred. Engaging the enemy he
obtained two trifling successes, and
fought a bloody battle without a decisive
result. But fortune became, more
favourable to Sulla, who cut off one
large division of his adversaries, and
now eagerly expected the arrival of
Metellus and Pompey to surround
Carbo with irresistible numbers. In
this strait Carbo, instead oi dashing
fbrwacdls to relieve Prseneste*. returned
on his steps to arrest the assailants from
the north.

He contented himself with, detaching
a division of his army to effect a junction
. with the Samnites, n0w advancing, and
thus create a diversion, on the right of
Sulla's position* Sulla took measures
to guard the defiles which lead towards
Praeneste, while Pompey, by a lateral movement, surprised and routed
the detached division. The ground, however, was cleared around Carho's.
entrenchments. He had only a single enemy, Metellus, before him, and
upon Mm lie threw himself with desperate resolution. But a great battle
fought at Faventia near Kavenna resulted in his total defeat, with the
loss of ten thousand slain, and several thousands of deserters. His offi-
cers hastened to pillage and betray him. His quaestor Verres plundered
Ms military chest, whue Albinovanus massacred several chiefs of th<* army,
whom he had invited to a banquet. Norbanus took ship and fled to Ehodes.
Carbo, after raising another army in Etruria, and conducting for some time
a war of gueriPas in the mountains, abandoned Ms colleague to the fate
which awaited him, and made the best of his way into Africa. Sertorius
had already withdrawn from a contest which, he judged to be hopeless,
and was engaged in forming a new confederation in Spain. The Marian
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